
TAKING PARLIAMENT
CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE

FEZILE Bhengu, Member of Parliament (MP) for Port St Johns in

the Eastern Cape, says that his constituency has many

challenges, but that they winning the fight against poverty and

other social problems.

In this regard, he says his Parliamentary Constituency Office

(PCO) has a central role to play.

The PCO is also involved in projects to change the community.

Bhengu is also the  chairperson of the portfolio committee on

Public Works in parliament. He has been an MP since 1994.

Bhengu regards education and the development of skills as

important in the fight against poverty.

Port St Johns has a sub-tropical climate, and paw-paws and

bananas grow well in the region. Tourism is the main industry,

with fishing showing great potential.

The Department of  Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), is

launching a fish processing plant with the community of

Cwebeni, and is also involving the communities in the Working

for Water Project.

The re-direction of the N2, which will take it through Port St

Johns, will provide a much needed injection to

local businesses.

The local communities is busy with a major land

claim in the area.

With the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) and

the Independent Development Trust (IDT), they are setting up a

business trust, and working on a business plan to manage the

land once it is reclaimed.

AGAINST all odds the ANC PCO is making a deep impact on the

lives of the local communities in Port St Johns.

Being a rural area, about 100 km from Mthatha in the Eastern

Cape, and with hardly any sustainable industrial activity, the

community are very poor.

Mfundo Sigcau, the PCO Administrator says that their office deals

on a daily basis with issues affecting the community.

People who get kicked off the farms set up informal settlements,

and very few people managed to get houses up to now.

This, Sigcau attributes to the fact that the local municipality do

not have a big tax base and have to rely on funds from the

provincial and national governments.
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MP Fezile Bjengu (in front, centre) and other stakeholders
discussing new developments for Port St. Johns.



MFUNDO Sigcau says that his vision in life is always

to serve the people, and at the moment he is doing

that as best in his capacity as PCO Administrator in

the Port St Johns PCO of the MP Fezile Bhengu.

Sigcau is now 30 years old, married and has three

children, and joined the ANCYL in 1991 when he

was 14 years old.

“I was a member of the ANCYL and COSAS, and

later joined the ANC, and started working in the PCO

in 2005,” says Sigcau.

He completed his matric and was unemployed for a

while before he joined the National Youth Service

Programme of the National Youth Commission.

Through this programme he helped to redesign

buildings in government departments to be more

friendly to the disabled.

He was also involved in youth skills development

programmes before he started to work in the Port St

Johns PCO.

Sigcau says that he is now doing a course in project

management through correspondence and says that

it would help him in his future career.

“The ANC invest a lot in us as administrators, and

we must understand what it is that the ANC wants

from us.

“In future I want to work for the ANC or a munici-

pality to ensure that the agenda of the ANC is

implemented.”

Sigcau says that he would like to work n the

management of the local municipalities.

“Most of our work consists of bringing government services closer to the people,” Sigcau says.

This entails getting people ID documents, applying for grants, and other social services, and they

also get the government departments to go out to the local communities.

The PCO also facilitates the setting up of projects that help in job creation and skills development.

Sigcau says the PCO also plays an important role in co-ordinating the work of the ANC in the

community and to bring government and people’s representatives closer to the community.

He says that especially local councillors are in most cases closely watched by the community and

assessed, and that the PCO plays an important role in facilitating a good relationship between the

councillors and the community.

MP Fezile Bhengu, says that Port St Johns is well-known as a tourist destination and that people

come from all over South Africa to spend their holidays there.

This is the community’s main source of income, when the tourist season is closed, most of the

people are unemployed.

Through his PCO and other local  stakeholders in the community, they are looking at ways to

create more work and steady incomes for the community, by setting up projects and engaging

government departments.
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Mfundo Sigcau PCO Adminstrator in the Port St. Johns PCO of MP Fezile Bjengu




