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As part of the June youth month commem-
oration, Parliament held the 2007 session of
the Youth Parliament. 

The National Youth Parliament was initially
conceived of as a an educational activity for
secondary school learners to debate issues
impacting on the youth in the country, that
eventually culminated in Provincial Youth
Parliaments.

It provided platforms from which the youth
could learn about the business and practices
of Parliament and the legislatures; it assisted
in motivating learners and the youth to
become involved in strengthening our
democracy by promoting a culture of
democracy and human rights; these forums
also served to assist the youth gain an overall
understanding of the demarcations of our
provinces and how they functioned and most
importantly, it sought to instil in the youth the
need to become active participants in the
development of our country.

Participants and observers from each
province, National Youth Commission, SA
Youth Council, SA Youth Union of Students,
youth formations from all political parties, the
Departments of Safety and Security,
Correctional Services, Trade and Industry,
Public Enterprises, Sports and Recreation,
Labour, Health and Members of Parliament
were all in attendance at this year's Youth
Parliament on 21st and 22nd June 2007.

This year's theme was “Masijule
Ngengxoxo Lusha Iwase Mzansi- Let's
Deepen the debate-Youth of South Africa.”
The thematic discussion areas focused on:
Youth and Skills Development; Youth and
Economic Participation in the Context of
the 2010 Soccer World Cup and Youth
and Drug Trafficking.

In each of the above discussion themes,
the remnants of our history loomed large. 
The apartheid legacy, embedded in the denial
of basic human rights for the majority, are

manifested in the levels of poverty, HIV/AIDS
and unemployment. 

South Africa's youth constitute more than
41% of the total population and the future of
the country therefore rests in their hands.
Government recognises the critical
importance of including young people in the
development process. 

Our challenges are many, but our strength
resides in our resilience as a nation. 
In particular, we derive our strength from the
past, from the memories of those, both young
and old, who died for the freedoms we enjoy
today. 

And it is those memories of gratitude which
should spur the youth of this country to strive
for a better life, not only for themselves, but
for all.

It is our youth who need to support and
demand accountability andgood governance.

Our youth need to be both teachers and learners,
so that the skills acquired and developed, can be
used for the benefit of all.

Our youth should not forget the past and must
remember the lessons learned from our elders to
develop this country.

The youth must  improve the position of women
and fight together as young men and women to
protect the  children in our communities.
Our youth must support youth living with HIV/AIDS
and create networks of education on this issue.
Our youth must take accountability for their
actions and ensure that they develop responsible
plans and goals for the development of our young
people.
As part of Government's plan of action to develop
the youth, the National Youth Commission has
presented a draft five-year National Youth Policy
from 2007-2012. 
This policy seeks to consolidate all government
and society's efforts in youth development. 
It is hoped that this draft policy will be approved
by Cabinet by August this year.
Young people have played a crucial role in
shaping this country's history. 
They have been committed to the fight and the
struggle for freedom and liberation for the people
of this country. 
And although there is now freedom and a
democratically elected government, the struggle
continues.
Our youth need to embrace the current challenges
that confront them and become the architects of
this country's future development.
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